Licensing Committee
8 March 2023

IRVINE, 8 March 2023 - At a Meeting of the Licensing Committee of North Ayrshire
Council at 10.00 a.m.

Present
Eleanor Collier, Nairn McDonald, Cameron Inglis, Christina Larsen, Jean McClung,
Matthew McLean, Donald L. Reid, Ronnie Stalker and Angela Stephen.

In Attendance

D. Robertson, Enforcement Officer (Legal Services), W. O’Brien, Solicitor, A. Toal,
Administration Assistant (Licensing) and H. Clancy, Committee Services Officer
(Democratic Services) (Chief Executive’s Service).

Chair
Councillor Collier in the Chair.

Apologies
John Bell

1. Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest by Members in terms of Standing Order 11
and Section 5 of the Code of Conduct for Councillors.

2. Minutes

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 8 February 2023 were confirmed and signed in
accordance with Paragraph 7 (1) of Schedule 7 of the Local Government (Scotland)
Act 1973.

3. Exclusion of the Public

The Committee resolved, under Section 50A(4) of the Local Government (Scotland)
Act 1973, to exclude from the Meeting the press and the public, for Agenda Items 5
and 6 (Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 and other Licensing Statutes:
Licensing Matters) on the grounds that they involved the likely disclosure of Exempt
Information as defined in Section 50J of, and Schedule 7A to, the Local Government
(Scotland) Act 1973.

The 'Exempt Information' concerned is information of the type described in one or
more of Paragraphs 3, 6, 14 and 15 of Part 1 of Schedule 7A to the Act:

3. "Information relating to any particular applicant for, or recipient or former
recipient of, any service provided by the authority."

6. "Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular
person (other than the authority)."

14.  "Any action taken or to be taken in connection with the prevention,
investigation or prosecution of crime."

15.  "The identity of a Protected Informant" - where "Protected Informant" is

defined in Part Ill as a person who informs the Local Authority about a past,



present or future crime, breach of statutory duty, breach of planning control, or
nuisance."

4. Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 and other Licensing Statutes:
Licensing Matters

Submitted report by the Head of Democratic Services on hearings to be determined
and applications for the grant or renewal of licences, consents and permits, on
hearings and on other matters, under the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 and
other Licensing legislation.

Appendix A: Hearings
4.1 Private Hire Car Licence: PHCL/380 (New): Brian Taylor
The applicant, having been duly cited to attend, was present.

The applicant then addressed the Committee on the issues raised and responded to
questions.

Decision

The Committee unanimously agreed (a) the proposed vehicle should be treated in
the circumstances of the case as justifying an exception to Paragraph 12 of the
Council's Taxi and Private Hire Car Vehicle Approval Specification under Civic
Government (Scotland) Act 1982, Sections 10(2) and 10(5) ("Wheelchair Accessible
Vehicles"); (b) to allow the proposed vehicle to carry the livery shown in photographs
(c) the venhicle should have Private Hire Car licence plates visible from outside the
vehicle and door decals showing that the vehicle was only available for pre-booked
hires; and (d) to continue consideration of the application to allow the Clerk to
consider whether or not Delegated Powers can be used to determine the application.

4.2 Private Hire Car Licence: PHCL/381 (New): Cita Tapas
The applicant, having been duly cited to attend, was present.

The applicant then addressed the Committee on the issues raised and responded to
questions.

Decision

The Committee unanimously agreed (a) the proposed vehicle should be treated in
the circumstances of the case as justifying an exception to Paragraph 12 of the
Council's Taxi and Private Hire Car Vehicle Approval Specification under Civic
Government (Scotland) Act 1982, Sections 10(2) and 10(5) ("Wheelchair Accessible
Vehicles"); (b) to allow the proposed vehicle to carry the livery shown in photographs
(c) the venhicle should have Private Hire Car licence plates visible from outside the
vehicle and door decals showing that the vehicle was only available for pre-booked
hires; and (d) to continue consideration of the application to allow the Clerk to
consider whether or not Delegated Powers can be used to determine the application.



4.3 Taxi Licence: TL/440 (New): Jamie Dorrans
The applicant, having been duly cited to attend, was present.

The applicant then addressed the Committee on the issues raised and responded to
questions.

Decision

The Committee unanimously agreed (a) the proposed vehicle should be treated in
the circumstances of the case as justifying an exception to Paragraph 12 of the
Council's Taxi and Private Hire Car Vehicle Approval Specification under Civic
Government (Scotland) Act 1982, Sections 10(2) and 10(5) ("Wheelchair Accessible
Vehicles"); and (b) to continue consideration of the application to allow the Clerk to
consider whether or not Delegated Powers can be used to determine the application.

4.4 TaxiLicence: TL/442 (New): Calvin Smith
The applicant, having been duly cited to attend, was present.

The applicant then addressed the Committee on the issues raised and responded to
questions.

Decision

The Committee unanimously agreed (a) the proposed vehicle should be treated in
the circumstances of the case as justifying an exception to Paragraph 12 of the
Council's Taxi and Private Hire Car Vehicle Approval Specification under Civic
Government (Scotland) Act 1982, Sections 10(2) and 10(5) ("Wheelchair Accessible
Vehicles"); and (b) to continue consideration of the application to allow the Clerk to
consider whether or not Delegated Powers can be used to determine the application.

4.5 Taxi Licence: TL/442 (New): Behzad Lorestani
The applicant, having been duly cited to attend, was present.

The applicant then addressed the Committee on the issues raised and responded to
questions.

Decision

The Committee unanimously agreed (a) the proposed vehicle should be treated in
the circumstances of the case as justifying an exception to Paragraph 12 of the
Council's Taxi and Private Hire Car Vehicle Approval Specification under Civic
Government (Scotland) Act 1982, Sections 10(2) and 10(5) ("Wheelchair Accessible
Vehicles"); and (b) to continue consideration of the application to allow the Clerk to
consider whether or not Delegated Powers can be used to determine the application.

4.6 Street Traders Operator’s Licence: STL/O/530 (Temporary): Jane Gibb

The Solicitor (Licensing) advised the Committee that the application had been
granted under delegated powers.



4.7 Taxi Driver’'s Licence: TDL/01837: Mohamed Asli

At a previous meeting on 8 February 2023, the Committee considered a complaint
against the licence-holder and agreed to continue consideration until a Hearing to be
held under Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982, Schedule 1, Paragraph 11(7).

The licence holder, having been duly cited to attend, was present. The complainant
was also in attendance.

The complainant then addressed the Committee and responded to questions.
Thereafter, the licence holder addressed the Committee on the issues raised and
responded to questions.

The licence holder and the complainant then withdrew to allow the Committee to
deliberate. Thereafter the licence holder and complainant re-joined the meeting, with
the same Members and Officers present and in attendance, to hear the Committee’s
decision.

Decision

The Committee unanimously agreed (i) that the complaint was upheld; and (ii) to
suspend the Taxi Driver’s Licence for a period of 14 days starting from 28 days after
the date of the meeting.

4.8 Taxi Driver’s Licence: TDL/02177: Francis Clarke

At a previous meeting on 8 February 2023, the Committee considered a complaint
against the licence holder and agreed to continue consideration until a Hearing to be

held under Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982, Schedule 1, Paragraph 11(7).

The licence holder, having been duly cited to attend, was not present but was
represented by a Solicitor. The complainant was also in attendance.

The complainant addressed the Committee and responded to questions.
Decision

The Committee unanimously agreed to continue consideration to a future meeting to
allow the licence holder to be in attendance.

In terms of Standing Order 6.8, the Chair agreed that the meeting be adjourned at
12.15 p.m. for a short comfort break, reconvening at 12.25 p.m. with the same
Members and officers present and in attendance.

4.9 Taxi Driver’s Licence: TDL/00121: Edward Walsh
At a previous meeting on 8 February 2023, the Committee considered a complaint
against the licence holder and agreed to continue consideration until a Hearing to be

held under Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982, Schedule 1, Paragraph 11(7).

The licence holder and licence holder’s solicitor, having been duly cited to attend,
were present. The complainant was also in attendance.



The complainant addressed the Committee and responded to questions. The licence
holder and licence holder’s solicitor then addressed the Committee on the issues
raised and responded to questions.

The licence holder, licence holder’s solicitor and the complainant then withdrew to
allow the Committee to deliberate. Thereafter the licence holder, licence holder’s
solicitor and complainant re-joined the meeting, with the same Members and officers
present and in attendance, to hear the Committee’s decision.

Decision

The Committee unanimously agreed (i) that the complaint was upheld; and (ii) to
suspend the Taxi Driver’s Licence for a period of 28 days starting from 28 days after
the date of the meeting.

5. Urgent Items

The Chair agreed that the following items be considered as a matter of urgency to
allow matters to be actioned without delay.

5.1 King’s Coronation: Saturday 6 May

The Solicitor (Licensing) gave a verbal update on the Draft Licensing Committee
Coronation Statement for publication.

The Committee unanimously agreed to approve the Draft Licensing Committee
Coronation Statement for publication as set out in Appendix LIC 1 to the Minute.

The meeting ended at 1.45 p.m.



Appendix LIC 1

Draft Licensing Committee Coronation Statement

"To mark the Coronation of King Charles on Saturday 6 May 2023, the Licensing
Committee has agreed to a temporary change to the licensing arrangements in North
Ayrshire. These will apply during the Coronation Period from Friday 5 May to
Monday 8 May 2023.

Free Community Events

Celebration events linked to the Coronation which are wholly in that period — such as
fairs in public parks - will not need Public Entertainment Licences, so long as the
public can enter the event place and use the facilities (such as play on stalls or go on
rides) for free.

Commercial operators will still need licences — for example:

- the same rules as usual will apply to vans selling fast food or ice cream. Both
the vans and people working on them will still need Street Trader's Licences.
The Council will not enforce any restriction on where Street Traders may
operate if they are at a Coronation celebration event.

- Stalls or rides making a charge need to be covered by a Public Entertainment
Licence, so the occupier of the land where that stall or ride needs to apply for
one (even if the rest of the event is free-of-charge)

Public Charitable Collections

Also the Council's conditions on the days when Public Charitable Collections are
permitted will not apply to collections held during the Coronation Period — the
organisers will still have to apply to the Council for permission as usual.

Street Parties

Street parties can only happen if the street is closed under a Temporary Traffic
Regulation Order issued by the Council's Roads Department. The Licensing
Committee do not deal with TTROs.

Anyone wanting a TTRO should apply to the Council's Roads Department at least 28
days before the requested closure to:

roadspermits@north-ayrshire.gov.uk

using the application form on:

https://www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/road-maintenance-permits-
and-services.aspx

There will be no fee for applying for a TTRO for the Coronation.


https://www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/road-maintenance-permits-and-services.aspx
https://www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/road-maintenance-permits-and-services.aspx

The Council's Roads Department still require the standard TTRO form to be
completed with as much information as possible. The closure of the public road for
any reason is still a potentially hazardous undertaking, whether it is for a short cul-
de-sac or a through road which requires a diversion route. Road signs must be
installed by suitably qualified individuals.

Alcohol

The Licensing Board deal with the sale of alcohol and will separately be considering
a policy for "Extended Hours" and "Occasional Licences" for the Coronation when
they meet on Monday 27 March 2023. Anyone wanting to sell alcohol will still need a
Premises Licence or an Occasional Licence.



