A

North Ayrshire Council

Local Review Body

A Pre-Examination Meeting of the Local Review Body of North Ayrshire Council will
be held via Microsoft Teams on Monday, 05 October 2020 at 14:00 to consider the
undernoted business.

Arrangements in Terms of COVID-19

In light of the current COVID-19 pandemic, this meeting will be held
remotely in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government
(Scotland) Act 2003. A recording of the meeting will be available to view
at https://north-ayrshire.public-i.tv/core/portal/home

1 Declarations of Interest
Members are requested to give notice of any declarations of interest in
respect of items of business on the Agenda.

2 Notice of Review: 19/00882/PP — Sorbie Farm, Ardrossan, Ayrshire
KA22 7NP
Submit report by the Head of Service (Democratic Services) on a Notice
of Review submitted by the applicant in respect of a planning application
refused by officers under delegated powers (copy enclosed).

3 Urgent Items
Any other items which the Chair considers to be urgent.

North Ayrshire Council, Cunninghame House, Irvine KA12 8EE


https://north-ayrshire.public-i.tv/core/portal/home

Local Review Body Sederunt

Tom Marshall (Chair) Chair:
Timothy Billings (Vice-Chair)
Robert Barr

lan Clarkson

Robert Foster

Christina Larsen Apologies:
Shaun Macaulay
Ellen McMaster
Ronnie McNicol
Donald Reid

Attending:

North Ayrshire Council, Cunninghame House, Irvine KA12 8EE



Agenda ltem 2

NORTH AYRSHIRE COUNCIL

5 October 2020

Local Review Body

Title: Pre-Examination Meeting - Notice of Review: 19/00882/PP —

Sorbie Farm, Ardrossan, Ayrshire KA22 7NP

Purpose: To agree the process for determination of a Notice of Review by

the Applicant in respect of a planning application refused by
officers under delegated powers.

Recommendation: That the Local Review Body agree the process for the

determination of the Notice of Review.
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2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

Executive Summary

The Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997, as amended by the Planning
(Scotland) Act 2006, provides for certain categories of planning application for "local”
developments to be determined by appointed officers under delegated powers. Where
such an application is refused, granted subject to conditions or not determined within
the prescribed period of 2 months, the applicant may submit a Notice of Review to
require the Planning Authority to review the case. Notices of Review in relation to
refusals must be submitted within 3 months of the date of the Decision Notice.

Background

A Notice of Review was submitted in respect of Planning Application 19/00882/PP
Section 42 application to vary condition 2 of planning permission 18/01061/PP to enable
an increase of the consented wind turbine tip height from 104.3m to 125m at Sorbie
Farm, Ardrossan.

The application was refused by officers for the reasons detailed in the Decision Notice.
The following related documents are set out in the appendices to the report: -

Appendix 1 - Notice of Review documentation;

Appendix 2 - Report of Handling;

Appendix 3 - Location Plan;

Appendix 4 - Planning Decision Notice; and

Appendix 5 - Further representations from interested parties.

The Local Review Body at a meeting on 2nd September 2020 agreed to continue the
case to a pre-examination meeting to consider the process by which the case should
be determined.



3. Proposals

3.1 The Local Review Body is invited to note the documents referred to in paragraph 2.3
set out as appendices to the report and to thereafter consider the process by which the
case should be determined. It should be noted that the remit of the meeting is limited to
a decision on the process to be followed for determination and that the meeting will not
determine the merits of the case.

3.2 The applicants have requested that a hearing be convened to assist with determination
of the case. Their previous request for a site visit has been withdrawn in view of the
coronavirus pandemic.

The Local Review Body will wish to consider:

e Whether any further information is required to assist with the determination of the
application;
e Whether a site visit is required (notwithstanding that the applicants have withdrawn
their request);
e Whether written submissions are required and if so to decide on:
0 The topics upon which further written submissions are required;
0 The parties from whom further written submissions are sought.
e Whether a hearing is required as requested by the applicants and if so to decide on:
0 The topics for the hearing;
0 The parties required to address the hearing.

3.3 The Local Review Body should adjourn the Pre-Examination meeting and instruct
officers to make appropriate arrangements, based on the outcome of their deliberations
on the determination process, to enable the case to be determined in accordance with
the Town and Country Planning (Schemes of Delegation and Local Review Procedure)
(Scotland) Regulations 2013.

4. Implications/Socio-economic Duty

Financial

4.1 None arising from the recommendation of this report.

Human Resources

4.2 None arising from the recommendation of this report.

Legal

4.3 The Notice of Review requires to be considered in terms of the Town and Country
Planning (Scotland) Act 1997, as amended by the Planning (Scotland) Act 2006, and
the Town and Country Planning (Schemes of Delegation and Local Review Procedure)
(Scotland) Regulations 2013.

Equality/Socio-economic

4.4 None arising from the recommendation of this report.



Environmental and Sustainability

4.5 None arising from the recommendation of this report.

Key Priorities

4.6 None arising from the recommendation of this report.

Community Benefits

4.7 None arising from the recommendation of this report.
5. Consultation
5.1 Interested parties (both objectors to the planning application and statutory consultees)
were invited to submit representations in terms of the Notice of Review and these are
attached at Appendix 5 to the report.
5.2 The applicant has had an opportunity to respond to the further representations.
Craig Hatton

Chief Executive

For further information please contact Hayley Clancy, Committee Services Officer, on
01294 324136.

Background Papers
0
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Appendix 1

Notice of Review

NOTICE OF REVIEW

UNDER SECTION 43A(8) OF THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED)
IN RESPECT OF DECISIONS ON LOCAL DEVELOPMENTS

THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCHEMES OF DELEGATION AND LOCAL REVIEW PROCEDURE)
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008

THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (APPEALS) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008

IMPORTANT: Please read and follow the quidance notes provided when completing this form.
Failure to supply all the relevant information could invalidate your notice of review.

Use BLOCK CAPITALS if completing in manuscript

Applicant(s) Agent (if any)
Name | Name [ |
Address Address
Postcode Postcode
Contact Telephone 1 | Contact Telephone 1
Contact Telephone 2 | Contact Telephone 2
Fax No Fax No
E-mail* | E-mail* [ ]

Mark this box to confirm all contact should be

through this representative: |:]
Yes No

* Do you agree to correspondence regarding your review being sent by e-mail? |Z| |:|

Planning authority | North Ayrshire Council |
Planning authority’s application reference number | 19/00882/PP |
Site address Sorbie Farm, Ardrossan, KA22 7NP

Description of proposed Section 42 application to vary conditon 2 of planning permission
development 18/01061/PP to enable an increase of the consented wind turbine tip height
from 104.3m to 125m

Date of application | 27/11/19 | Date of decision (if any) | 05/02/2020 |

Note: This notice must be served on the planning authority within three months of the date of the decision
notice or from the date of expiry of the period allowed for determining the application.
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Notice of Review
Nature of application

1. Application for planning permission (including householder application) |:|
2.  Application for planning permission in principle D
3.  Further application (including development that has not yet commenced and where a time limit

has been imposed; renewal of planning permission; and/or modification, variation or removal of

a planning condition)
4. Application for approval of matters specified in conditions D

Reasons for seeking review

1. Refusal of application by appointed officer

2. Failure by appointed officer to determine the application within the period allowed for
determination of the application

3. Conditions imposed on consent by appointed officer

OOX

Review procedure

The Local Review Body will decide on the procedure to be used to determine your review and may at any
time during the review process require that further information or representations be made to enable them
to determine the review. Further information may be required by one or a combination of procedures,
such as: written submissions; the holding of one or more hearing sessions and/or inspecting the land
which is the subject of the review case.

Please indicate what procedure (or combination of procedures) you think is most appropriate for the
handling of your review. You may tick more than one box if you wish the review to be conducted by a
combination of procedures.

1. Further written submissions []
2. One or more hearing sessions %
3. Site inspection X
4  Assessment of review documents only, with no further procedure X

If you have marked box 1 or 2, please explain here which of the matters (as set out in your statement
below) you believe ought to be subject of that procedure, and why you consider further submissions or a
hearing are necessary:

Wind farm applications by their nature tend to raise complex and technical specialist issues relating to
planning policy, potential effects and potential benefits. A hearing session would allow for a discussion
and more exploration around some of these issues. A site visit would allow Members to understand the
landscape and visual effects in context.

Site inspection

In the event that the Local Review Body decides to inspect the review site, in your opinion:

Yes No
1. Can the site be viewed entirely from public land? ] X
2 Isit possible for the site to be accessed safely, and without barriers to entry? |E D

If there are reasons why you think the Local Review Body would be unable to undertake an
unaccompanied site inspection, please explain here:
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Notice of Review

If Members intend to visit Sorbie Farm then we would request details to notify the landowner
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Notice of Review
Statement

You must state, in full, why you are seeking a review on your application. Your statement must set out all
matters you consider require to be taken into account in determining your review. Note: You may not
have a further opportunity to add to your statement of review at a later date. It is therefore essential that
you submit with your notice of review, all necessary information and evidence that you rely on and wish
the Local Review Body to consider as part of your review.

If the Local Review Body issues a notice requesting further information from any other person or body,
you will have a period of 14 days in which to comment on any additional matter which has been raised by
that person or body.

State here the reasons for your notice of review and all matters you wish to raise. If necessary, this can
be continued or provided in full in a separate document. You may also submit additional documentation
with this form.

Please see separate document ‘Sorbie Wind Farm_Review Statement (Feb 20)’

Have you raised any matters which were not before the appointed officer at the time the Yes No
determination on your application was made? |:| |X]

If yes, you should explain in the box below, why you are raising new material, why it was not raised with
the appointed officer before your application was determined and why you consider it should now be
considered in your review.

Page 4 of 5

10




Notice of Review
List of documents and evidence

Please provide a list of all supporting documents, materials and evidence which you wish to submit with
your notice of review and intend to rely on in support of your review.

The following figures and documents were submitted with the planning application:

- Application Forms

- Covering Letter (19/11/19)

- Planning Statement

- Comparative Environmental Report (Nov 19)

- Comparative Environmental Report LVIA Annexes
- Figure 1.1 Rev A Location Plan

- Figure 1.2 Turbine Elevation

- Figure 1.3 Site Layout

- Figure 1.4 Rev A Woodland Planting Proposals

The following figures and documents are relevant to the planning history of the site:
- 18/01061/PP Decision Notice

- 13/00627/PP DPEA Intentions Letter and Report
- 13/00627/PP Decision Letter from DPEA

Note: The planning authority will make a copy of the notice of review, the review documents and any
notice of the procedure of the review available for inspection at an office of the planning authority until
such time as the review is determined. It may also be available on the planning authority website.

Checklist

Please mark the appropriate boxes to confirm you have provided all supporting documents and evidence
relevant to your review:

DX Full completion of all parts of this form
|E Statement of your reasons for requiring a review
|Z| All documents, materials and evidence which you intend to rely on (e.g. plans and drawings

or other documents) which are now the subject of this review.

Note: Where the review relates to a further application e.g. renewal of planning permission or
modification, variation or removal of a planning condition or where it relates to an application for approval
of matters specified in conditions, it is advisable to provide the application reference number, approved
plans and decision notice from that earlier consent.

Declaration

| the applicant/agent [delete as appropriate] hereby serve notice on the planning authority to
review the application as set out on this form and in the supporting documents.

Signed [ Date |

Page 5 of 5
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Energiekontor — 4330 Park Approach — Thorpe Park — Leeds — LS15 8GB

North Ayrshire Council
Cunningham House
Irvine

Scotland

KA12 8EE

FAO Anthony Hume

Our reference:

Dear Sirs

Submission of a Planning Application by Energiekontor UK Ltd under Section
42 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 to Vary Condition 2
of Planning Permission 18/01061/PP

At Sorbie Farm, North of Ardrossan, KA22 7NP

On behalf of Energiekontor UK Ltd | hereby enclose a planning application made
under Section 42 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 relating
to the approved Sorbie Wind Farm (Council reference 18/01061/PP). The
application is being submitted online via the ePlanning Portal (reference:
100204248-001) and consists of:

= Application forms;

= Planning Statement

= Comparative Environmental Report

= Comparative Environmental Report: LVIA Annexes
= The following plans and drawings:

- Figure 1.1 Location Plan

- Figure 1.2 Turbine Elevation

- Figure 1.3 Site Layout

- Figure 1.4 Woodland Planting Proposals

An electronic copy of the application will be also be provided in the post due to
the large file size of certain documents.

,Hﬁg-i?iw

Energiekontor
UK Ltd

19 November 2019
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Application Fee

This planning application follows a previously refused proposal (reference:
19/00306/PP) to increase the wind turbine tip heights at Sorbie Wind Farm. As
this is the first such resubmission following this refusal it benefits from a “free
go”, and as such no application fee is payable.

The Planning Application

The planning application seeks to vary the consented Sorbie Wind Farm
permission to achieve the following amendments:

= Increase the turbine tip heights from 104.3m to 125m;

= Varying the internal track layout;

= |dentification of an area that could be utilised for energy storage in the
future, should the technology become commercially available within the
operational lifetime of the wind farm. A separate planning application
would be submitted in the future to seek detailed consent for the
energy storage facility;

= |ntroduction of new woodland planting on the southern boundary of the
Site; and

= Deletion of the approved 65m high permanent anemometer mast.

The application is made under Section 42 of the Town and Country Planning
(Scotland) Act 1997 and seeks to achieve this tip height increase by varying
condition 2 of planning permission 18/01061/PP. Condition 2 currently reads:

“That, for the avoidance of doubt, all other conditions as set out in
Appendix 1 attached to the decision letter of The Scottish Government
(ref. AIR-NAY-001) dated 30th November 2015 shall continue to have
effect.”

It is proposed to vary condition 2 to read:

“That, for the avoidance of doubt, all other conditions as set out in
Appendix 1 attached to the decision letter of The Scottish Government
(ref. AIR-NAY-001) dated 30th November 2015 shall continue to have
effect except for conditions 4 and 7 which shall be amended to read:

4. That the turbines shall be erected and the site roads constructed in the
locations identified on drawing Figure 1.3 Site Layout, save for the ability
to vary these locations by 30m. Any movement greater than 30m would
require the written approval of North Ayrshire Council as Planning
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Authority. Before the turbine bases are concreted, the precise position of
the turbines shall be notified to, and approved in writing by, North
Ayrshire Council as Planning Authority.

7. That no turbines will be erected until details of the model, height,
colour and finish of the turbines and of any external transformers, have
been submitted to, and approved in writing by, the planning authority.
The turbines shall not be illuminated and shall not carry any symbols,
logos or other lettering except where required under other legislation.
For the avoidance of doubt, the height of the wind turbines to blade tip
shall not exceed 125 metres. The development shall be carried out
thereafter in accordance with the approved details, unless any changes
are subsequently agreed in writing by North Ayrshire Council as Planning
Authority.”

Figure 1.2 included with this planning application provides illustrative elevation
details of the turbine model now proposed. Figure 1.3 illustrates the proposed
wind farm layout, including the identification of an area for energy storage and
new planting areas.

Context and Addressing the Previous Reason for Refusal

The planning application follows a previous refusal at Sorbie Wind Farm to vary
the turbine tip heights to 125m. This application was refused by the Council in
2019 for the following reason:

“The proposal would be contrary to the provisions of Local
Development Plan Policy Pl 9 criterion (a) and (d) and the General
Policy of the adopted North Ayrshire Council Local Development
Plan in the following ways: It is considered that the degree of
change from 104.3m blade tip to 125m blade tip would be
substantial and adverse in terms of landscape and visual impacts,
especially given the locational context of the site within 2km to the
north of the settlement of Ardrossan and in close proximity to the
North Ayrshire Lowlands Landscape Character Type, being a
landscape of smaller scale. Such a substantial increase in scale
would contrast markedly with the turbine design approved in the
previous consents, would overwhelm those parts of the North
Ayrshire Lowlands Landscape Character Type close to the site and
would have an adverse effect on the rural setting of Ardrossan
Windfarm, resulting in conflict with the recommendations contained
in the Council’s Landscape Wind Capacity Study of 2018, all of which
would adversely affect landscape character and visual amenity in
the locality.”
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Changes have been made to this application to address this reason for refusal,
including:

= Varying the internal track layout would save 1.24km of new track from
being constructed. This equates to 1,860m> less aggregate being
required to build the wind farm, which improves its overall carbon
balance.

= |dentification of an area that could be utilised for energy storage in the
future, should the technology become commercially available within the
operational lifetime of the wind farm. This improves the overall
renewable energy benefits of the wind farm.

® |ntroduction of new woodland planting on the southern boundary of the
Site. This will serve to screen views towards the turbines from the
closest viewpoints adjacent to the Site, namely views northwards from
the A78 which are currently open in the direction of Sorbie Farm.

= Deletion of the approved 65m tall permanent anemometer mast from
the development. This would reduce the visual effects of the wind farm
development.

A Planning Statement has been prepared to accompany the application. This
sets out a range of new supporting information, for example information on the
commercial availability of 100m turbines (see Table 1.1), and information on the
comparative heights of Sorbie and Ardrossan Wind Farms (see Figures 3.1 and
3.2). The Planning Statement also highlights that the planning policy context for
this planning application has changed following the previous refusal. In
particular there is a new planning policy within LDP2 for considering wind energy
proposals (Policy 29), which is much more supportive and balanced than the
policy in the previous LDP (Policy Pl 9). The new policy also sets out a different
approach to the use of landscape capacity studies, with proposals no longer
required to “comply” with such studies. This is important because the landscape
capacity study was a principal consideration in the refusal of the previous
application.

Taken together these factors are sufficient to warrant a further consideration of
larger turbines at Sorbie Wind Farm.

Next Steps
We trust that this information is satisfactory and the application can be

validated. If however you require any additional information or there is anything
you want to discuss then please do not hesitate to contact me.
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Energiekontor UK
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Plrase state date of completion. orif not comipketed. the start date (dd/mimyyyyl: =

Please explain why wark has taken place in advanoe of making this application: = [Max 500 characters)

Warks have Boen undetaken to implenient the planning permission

Applicant or Agent Details

AR you an applicant or an agent? © (&n agent is an architect. consultant of sonwone ¢lse acting

on behalf of the applicant in connection with this application)

Applicant Dﬁ.ge nt

Applicant Details

Plase enter Applicant details

Tithe:

Other Tithe:

First Manw: -

Last Manw: -

Company/Organisatien

Telephone Number -

Estension Munmiber:

Mabile Munmiber:

Fax Mumber

Enmail Address: -

Mr

Michael

Briggs

| ==
N

You must enter a Buikding Manmwe or Mumber. or Both: -

Building Manw:

Building Mumbcr.

Address 1

[Street] -

Address 2

Town/Cy: ~

Country: =

Postoode: -

Page 2ofd
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Site Address Details

Planning Authority: Marth Ayrshire Council

Full postal add ess of the site (including postcode where availablel:
Address 1: SOREBIE FARM

Address 2

Address 3

Address 4

Address &

Teonwni T s Setthenwent: ARDROZZAN

Post Code: KAZZ TNP

Please identify'describe the location of the site or sites

Marthing 38 Easting

Z2ZAGAT

Pre-Application Discussion

Have you discussed wour proposal with the planning authoritg? -

Yos |:| Mo

Pre-Application Discussion Details Cont.

In what format was the fecdback given? -

Meeting D Telephone D Letter D Enail

Plrase provide a descrption of the feedback you were given and the name of the officer whoe provided this feedback. If 2 precessing
agqrecnent [note 1] is currently in place or §you are currently discussing a processing ag reenwnt with the planning authonty. phease
provide details of this. [This will help the authonty to deal with this application more officienthy.] = [max 500 chaacters)

Discussion areund requirenents for a further applicatian

Tithe:

First Manw:

Carrespondence Reference

Mumiber:

Mr

Anthany

Other tithe:
Last Manw:

Date jddiminyyyy

Hu mw

21 s

Mate 1. 8 Proccssing agrecnwnt inwehaes setting out the key stages invobed in determining a planning application. dentifying what
infarmation is required and fronywhom and setting timescales for the delivweny of various stages of the proocss.

Page dcofd
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Site Area

Plrase state the site arca: 218.74

Please state the nvea surenwent Ty pe used: Hectares (hal D Square Metres [59.0)

Existing Use

Plrase describe the coment or most ecent use: - (Max 500 chamacters)

Sarbie dairy farmy

Access and Parking

AR yoU pRposing 4 new altered wehicle aceess toor fram a public read? - D Yos Mo

If¥es please describe and show on yourd@Awings the positizn of any cxisting. Alered ornew acoess points. highlighting the changes

YaU propose to make. You should alss show existing feotpaths and note if there will Be any impact on these.

AR you proposing any change to public paths. public rights of way ar affecting any public fght of access? - D Yos Mo

If ¥e5 phease show on your drawing s the position of any affected areas highlighting the changes you propose to make. including
arrangenwents for eontinuing or atternative public acocss.

Hawe many wehicke parking spaces (garaging and open parking) cumenthy exist on the application ]
Site?

Haowe many wehicke parking spaces (garaging and open parkingl 9o you prepose on the site (i the 0
Tatal of existing and any new spaces of 4 educed number of spaces)? -

Plase show on wourd rawings the position of existing and proposed parking spaces and dentify f these are for the use of particular

Ty pes of vehicles (.9, parking fordisabled people. coaches. HGY wehicle s, oyeles spaces).

Water Supply and Drainage Arrangements

Will yvour proposal mequire new or attered water supply or drainage arangenwnts? - D Yos Mo

Do wour proposals make provision for sustainable drainage of suface water?7 - D Yos Mo
[e.g. SUDS amangenwnts) -

Mate:-
Plrase include details of SUDS arrangenients on your plans

Selecting ‘Mo’ to the abowe question means that you coukl Bein Breach of Envicon nental kegislation.

AR yoU pRpOsing tooonnect to the public water supply network? =

D Yos

D Mo, using a private water supply
Mo connection requinesd

If Mo, using a private water supply. phease show on plans the supply and allworks needed to provide it [on or off site].

Paged4ofd
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Assessment of Flood Risk

|5 the site-within an area of known risk of fleading? - D Yos Mo |:| Dan't Know

If the site is within an area of known risk of fleoding you may need to submit a Flood Risk Assessnwent before your application can be
determined. You may wish to cantact your Planning Authonty or SEPA for adviee on what information may be required.

Do owou think your proposal may increase the flood risk elsewhere? - D Yos Mo |:| Dan't Know
Trees
A there any trees on o ad jacent o the application site? - D Yos Mo

If¥es, phease mark on your drawings any trees. known protected trees and their canopy spread close to the proposal site and indicate i
any are o be cut back or felled.

All Types of Non Housing Development — Proposed New Floorspace

Do s wour proposal atter arcreate non-residential floorspace? - D Yos Mo

Schedule 3 Development

Do s the proposal invabe a fomy of development listed in Schedule 3 of the Town and Country Yos D Mo |:| Dan't Know
Planning [Development Managenwent Procedure [Scotland] Requlations 2013 7

If wes. wour praposal will additionally hawe to be adwetized in a newspapercirculating in the area of the devekspnwent. Your planning
authoriy will do this on your Behalf But will charge wou a fee. Please check the planning authority's website for advice on the additional
fe and add this to yourplanning fee.

If wou are unsure whetheryour proposal invalbses a farm of develkepiwent listed in Schedule 3. please check the Help Text and Guidanoe
notes befare contacting wour planning autharity.

Planning Service Employee/Elected Member Interest

|5 the applicant. or the applicant's spouse/partner. cithera nwember of staff within the planning semice aran D Yos Mo
clected mwember of the planning authonne? -

Certificates and Notices

CERTIFICATE AMD NOTICE UNDER REGULATION 15 - TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANMING [DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT
PROCEDURE] (SCOTLAND) REGULATION 2013

One Ceificate must B completed and submitted along with the application form. This is nwst usually Cerificate A Farny 1.
Certificate B. Certificate C or Centificate E.

AR yousthe applicant the soke cwner of ALL the land? - D Yos Mo
Is any of the land part of an agricultural holing? - Yos D Mo
Do opou have any agriculturaltenants? - D Yos Mo
AR you abke to kentily and givwe approprigte notice to ALL the Sther cwners? - Yos D Mo

Certificate Required
The following Land Ownership Certificate is required to complete this section of the proposal:

Cerificate B

Page Sofd
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Land Ownership Certificate

Cenificate and Maotice under Regulation 15 of the Town and Country Planning [Dewelopment Managenwent Procedure) [Scotland)
Requlations 2013

| hereby cortify that

[11 - Mo persan stherthan myselfithe applicant was an awner [Mote 4] of any pan of the land to which the application relates at the
beginning of the penad of 21 days ending with the date of the accompanying application:

ol -

(11 - I havesThe Applicant has sened noticoe on eveny persan stherthan myscefithe applicant who, at the Beginning of the pericd of 21

days ending with the date of the accompanying application was cwner [Note 4] of any part of the land to which the application relates.

Manie: Mr &lan Hagarth
Address: Sarbie Farm. Sorbic Road. Ardrossan. K22 TNP
Date of Semnvice of Natice: - 18112018

[2] - Nane of the land to which the application relate s constitutes o foms pant of an agrcuttural halding:
ar -
[2]1 - The land or part of the land to which the application relates constitutes orfoms pant of an aghcu tural holding and | hawethe

applicant has senmed notice on overy person other than mysclfhimee fwha, at the Beginning of the pericod of 21 days ending with the
date of the accompanying applicatian was an agricultural tenant. Thess porsons are:

Manie:

Address:

Date of Senvice of Notice: -

Signed: MrMichael Briggs
Cn Echaff of:
Date: 18112015

Please tick here to cenfy this Cernificate. -

Page & ofd
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Checklist — Application for Planning Permission

Tawn and Country Planning [Saotland) Act 1887
The Town and Country Planning [Developnwent Managenwent Procedure) [(Scotland) Requlations 2013

Please take a fow moments o complete the folkawing checklist in arder to ensure that you have provided all the necessany information
in support of vour application. Failure to submit sufficient infarmation with wour application may result in your application being deenwd
invalid. The planning autharmy will nat start proccssing your application until it is valid.

al Ifthis is a further a pplication where there is a vanatian of condition s attached o a previous consent. have you provided a statenwent to
that offect? -
Yos D Mo D Mot applicable tothis application

b1 If this is an application for planning permissian of planning permission in principal where there is a crown interest in the land. hawe
vau provided a statement to that offect? -

D Yos D Mo Mot applicable tothis application

<l Ifthis is an application for planning pemission. planning permission in principle or a futher application and the application is for
developnwent Belanging to the categaries of national or major develepnywent (other than one under Section 42 of the planning Actl, have
vou provided a Pre-Application Consulation Report? -

D Yos D Mo Mot applicable tothis application

Tawn and Country Planning [Saotland) Act 1887
The Town and Country Planning [Developnwent Managenwent Procedure) [(Scotland) Requlations 2013

d1 Ifthis is an application for planning permissien and the application relates to develspment Bekonging to the categories of national or
majr developnwents and you 9o nat benefit frony exe mption under Regqulation 13 of The Town and Country Planning [Dewelop nwent
Management Precedu re] [Scotland) Regqulations 2013, have yau provided a Design and Bocess Statenwent? -

D Yos D Mo Mot applicable tothis application
¢l Ifthis is an application for planning permissien and relates o development Bekenging o the category of keal develkapnwents [subject

to megulation 13, (21 and (31 of the Develpnwent Managenment Prooed ure [Sootland | Regqulation s 20131 have you provided a Design
Statenwnt? -

D Yos D Mo Mot applicable tothis application

1 If your application relates toinstallatian of an antenna to be employed inoan electronic comnmunication netwark, hawe you provided an
ICHMIRP Declaration? -

D Yos D Mo Mot applicable tothis application

g1 If this is an application for planning permission. planning permission in principke. an application for approval of matters specified in
conditions oran application for mineral dowe kepmient. have you provided any sther plans or drawings as necessany:
Site Layout Plan or Black plan.

Elevations.

Fleor plans.

Cross scctions.

Reaf plan.

Master PlansFramwwark Plan.

Landscape plan.

Phatographs andiar photonantages.

Chher

OXXMOOOO

If Other, please specity: = [(Max 500 chamcters)
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Provide copies of the folkewing docu nwents f applicable:

A copy of an Envirennwental Statenwnt. - D Yos MiA
A Design Statement or Design and Access Statenwnt. © D Yos MiA
A Flood Risk Assessment. D Yos MiA
A Orainage Impact Assessment (including proposals for Sustainable Drainage Systems). - D Yos MiA
Drainage/SUDS layout. = D Yos MiA
A Transpart Assessnwent or Travel Plan D Yos MiA
Contaminated Land Assessment. © D Yos MiA
Habitat Survey. - L ves B hia
A Processing Agrecment. - D Yos MiA

Other Statenwents [please specifyl. (Max 500 chamaters)

Declare — For Application to Planning Authority

I. the applicant’agent certify that this is an application to the planning authonty as described in this form. The accompa nying
Plansi/drawings and additional infomiatien are provided as a part of this application.

Declamation Manw: MrMichacl Briggs

Declamation Date: 181172015
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This Planning Statement has been prepared to support a planning application by
Energiekontor UK Ltd (“the Applicant”) to vary the consented Sorbie Wind Farm by
increasing the tip heights of the wind turbines from 104.3m to 125m, amending the internal
track layout, identifying and area for battery storage, providing additional new woodland
planting and deleting the 65m high permanent met mast (“the Proposed Development”)
at Sorbie Farm, Ardrossan (“the Site”).

Sorbie Wind Farm was previously approved by the Local Review Body (LRB) in 2014 due to
non-determination, a decision that was subsequently ratified by Scottish Ministers in
November 2015. The wind farm has not been constructed as it is no longer viable.

Since Sorbie was designed in 2013 there have been a number of significant changes to
the onshore wind market, not least due to the complete removal of public subsidies in the
UK. As a result, only one project has been delivered with no public subsidy in the UK (an
Energiekontor project in the East Riding of Yorkshire), and despite the abundance of
permissions for large schemes in Scotland, nothing has been delivered subsidy-free in the
country to date.

Due to the site-specific conditions at Sorbie we will be able to deliver Sorbie as a subsidy-
free project if we are able to use 125m modern turbines. These would generate an
additional 87% of renewable energy compared to the original turbines (which incidentally
are no longer available on the market) despite being just 19.8% taller. Sorbie could be the
first subsidy-free wind farm in Scotland, providing a positive response from the wind industry
to North Ayrshire Council’s climate emergency declaration.

The scale of the threat we face through climate change is widely acknowledged by
governments across the world. The Scottish Government has recently taken the decision
to declare a climate emergency, citing the need for the world to act now and deliver
transformative change. Everyone has a role to play in this global climate emergency,
including businesses and local authorities. Extremely challenging targets have been set for
decarbonising the economy: net zero emissions for Scotland by 2045, the most stringent
target anywhere the world. A significant step change in delivery of renewables is required
to meet these targets.

When the landscape and visual effects that the Proposed Development would give rise
to, over and above those of the consented 104.3m turbines, are considered it is clear that
the Proposed Development is in accordance with the Development Plan and that
planning permission should be granted.
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1.6

INTRODUCTION

Background

This Planning Statement has been prepared to support a planning application by
Energiekontor UK Ltd (“the Applicant”) to vary the existing

This Planning Statement sets out the background and context to the Proposed
Development before discussing the planning policy context that is relevant to the
proposal.

This planning application follows a previous refusal at the Site for an application to vary the
turbine tip heights to 125m (reference 19/00306/PP). This application was refused by the
Council in 2019 for the following reason:

“The proposal would be contrary to the provisions of Local Development Plan
Policy PI 9 criterion (a) and (d) and the General Policy of the adopted North
Ayrshire Council Local Development Plan in the following ways: It is
considered that the degree of change from 104.3m blade tip to 125m blade
tip would be substantial and adverse in terms of landscape and visual
impacts, especially given the locational context of the site within 2km to the
north of the settlement of Ardrossan and in close proximity to the North
Ayrshire Lowlands Landscape Character Type, being a landscape of smaller
scale. Such a substantial increase in scale would contrast markedly with the
turbine design approved in the previous consents, would overwhelm those
parts of the North Ayrshire Lowlands Landscape Character Type close to the
site and would have an adverse effect on the rural setting of Ardrossan. This
contrast would also be unfavourable against the design of the nearby
Ardrossan Windfarm, resulting in conflict with the recommendations
contained in the Council’s Landscape Wind Capacity Study of 2018, all of
which would adversely affect landscape character and visual amenity in the
locality.”

This planning application seeks to address this reason for refusal.
The Applicant

Energiekontor UK Ltd is a renewable energy development company with offices in
Glasgow, Edinburgh and Leeds. The company was formed in 1999 and develops onshore
wind and solar farms throughout the UK. We have eight operational sites in the UK with
permissions in place for a further six wind farms, four of which are in Scotland. We are a
complete service company who identifies potential wind farm sites and promotes them
through the planning process. If permission is obtained, we manage the finance and
construction processes before operating our sites for their full 25-year life cycles. We have
an operations team in Glasgow who are responsible for operating and maintaining our
sites in Scotland.

In 2018 we became the first developer to finance and construct a wind farm in the UK
without any government subsidies or support mechanisms in place. Previously, onshore
wind farms had access to a number of government initiatives to encourage renewable
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1.9

energy deployment. The last UK program for onshore wind farms above 5SMW (Contracts
for Difference) was closed to new applicants in 2015. Since this time Energiekontor has
endeavoured to find a “route to market” for onshore wind projects so that permitted
developments can be realised. This first subsidy-free wind farm is located in England and
we are also aiming to deliver the first subsidy-free wind farm in Scotland, which we hope
will be Sorbie Wind Farm. However, we cannot do this based on the consented turbine tip
heights as the scheme is not economically viable.

The Site, Proposed Development and Context

The Site and its Surroundings

Sorbie Wind Farm is approximately 1.5km to the north of Ardrossan. The Site is currently used
for grazing cattle for Sorbie Dairy Farm and consists of a number of agricultural fields. The
gradient of the land gently slopes from south to north with the highest point being
approximately 157m Above Ordnance Datum (AOD) and the lowest point being
approximately 75m AOD. There are a number of watercourses, patches of trees, a disused
quarry, properties and buildings located within the Site. To the west of the Site is the B780
whilst to the north, east and south are agricultural field hedgerow boundaries. The Site is
located within the Haupland Muir landscape character area as defined in the North
Ayrshire Landscape Wind Capacity Study.

Description of Proposed Development

This Proposed Development seeks to vary the consented Sorbie Wind Farm to achieve the
following amendments:

» Increase of the turbine tip heights from 104.3m to 125m;

= Varying the internal track layout to save 1.24km of new track from being constructed;

» |dentification of an area that could be utilised for energy storage in the future, should
the technology become commercially available within the operational lifetime of the
wind farm. A separate planning application would be submitted in the future to seek
detailed consent for the energy storage facility;

* Introduction of new woodland planting on the Site; and

= Deletion of the approved 65m high permanent anemometer mast from the
development.

It is proposed to achieve these variations through the use of Section 42 of the Town and
Council Planning Act (Scotland) 1997 to amend planning condition 2 of permission
18/01061/PP from:

“That, for the avoidance of doubt, all other conditions as set out in Appendix
1 attached to the decision letter of The Scottish Government (ref. AIR-NAY-
001) dated 30t November 2015 shall continue to have effect.”

To read:

“That, for the avoidance of doubt, all other conditions as set out in Appendix
1 attached to the decision letter of The Scottish Government (ref. AIR-NAY-
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001) dated 30t November 2015 shall continue to have effect except for
conditions 4 and 7 which shall be amended to read:

4. That the turbines shall be erected and the site roads constructed in the
locations identified on drawing Figure 1.3 Site Layout, save for the ability to
vary these locations by 30m. Any movement greater than 30m would require
the written approval of North Ayrshire Council as Planning Authority. Before
the turbine bases are concreted, the precise position of the turbines shall be
notified to, and approved in writing by, North Ayrshire Council as Planning
Authority.

7. That no turbines will be erected until details of the model, height, colour
and finish of the turbines and of any external transformers, have been
submitted to, and approved in writing by, the planning authority. The turbines
shall not be illuminated and shall not carry any symbols, logos or other
lettering except where required under other legislation. For the avoidance of
doubt, the height of the wind turbines to blade tip shall not exceed 125
metres. The development shall be carried out thereafter in accordance with
the approved details, unless any changes are subsequently agreed in writing
by North Ayrshire Council as Planning Authority.”

Context

Sorbie Wind Farm was previously approved by the Local Review Body (LRB) in 2014 due to
non-determination (reference 13/00627/PP and 14/00001/LRB), a decision that was
subsequently ratified by Scottish Ministers in November 2015. The wind farm has not been
constructed.

The original planning application for Sorbie Wind Farm was submitted to the Council in
October 2013 at a time when public subsidies were still in place for onshore wind
development. The tip heights originally applied for (104.3m) reflect this as, with subsidies in
place, it was possible to realise viable wind projects at this height. That is reflected in a
wind farm developments across North Ayrshire, a number of which have tip heights at
~100m (e.g. Ardrossan Wind Farm) and have been operational for a number of years.

Since Sorbie was designed in 2013 there have been a number of significant changes to
the onshore wind market, not least due to the complete removal of public subsidies in the
UK and gradual withdrawal of subsidy elsewhere in Europe. In the UK potential revenues
for wind development have more than halved as a result; a change which has sent
shockwaves through the industry and led to some significant adjustments in the way that
developments are approached.

The most significant changes have been led by the turbine manufacturing industry, which
in response to falling revenues have sought to push design envelopes further to allow
individual turbines to generate more energy through the use of larger rotor diameters and
higher tip heights. The rotor diameter is particularly important because it is the part of the
turbine that captures the wind energy, so the larger the rotor, the more energy it can
capture. Increased tip heights are required to accommodate larger diameters, and taller
tip heights have the added benefit of enabling increased wind speeds at higher elevations
to be captured.
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Table 1.1 below illustrates the availability of turbines from the major manufacturers that
would fit within the consented turbine envelope. As the table shows, the turbines from the
major manufacturers that would have fit within the consented turbine envelope in 2015
are no longer available for purchase.

Table 1.1 Turbine model availability within consented envelope

Turbine Model | Rotor Tip Height Capacity Availability
Diameter
Vestas V80 80m 100m 2.5MW Not available, see
manufacturer website.
Nordex N80 80m 100m 2MW Not available, see
manufacturer website.
Senvion MM82 | 82m 100m 2.05MW Not available,

manufacturer has
entered administration.
Enercon E82 82m 100m 2.35/3MW Not available, see
correspondence with
manufacturer at
Appendix B.

Growing turbine sizes has helped lower the cost of wind energy to the point where it can
be economically competitive with fossil-fuel alternatives in some locations, but individual
schemes require the right combination of turbine scale, wind speed and other
infrastructure costs to ultimately be delivered. The overall deployment picture in the UK
however is stark: since 2015 only one project has been delivered with no public subsidy in
the UK, and despite the abundance of permissions for large schemes in Scotland, nothing
has been delivered subsidy-free in the country to date.

Energiekontor is aiming to take things further and position our wind projects to be the
cheapest form of all energy available, which means being able to deliver projects at a
cost that is lower than nuclear, coal and gas. We have a team dedicated to efficiency
savings as part of this drive and every member of staff is actively involved in seeking to
reduce the cost of developing wind and increasing energy output across a wide variety
of initiatives. If we can be successful in our goal then the results will be transformative for
the energy market in the UK; driving down consumer bills and accelerating progress
towards net zero emissions. After all, if onshore wind is the cheapest form of energy, why
would consumers choose more expensive fossil fuels?

Since subsidies were removed in the UK it is rare to see a project being promoted in
Scotland with tip heights below 150m, which is rapidly becoming the new ‘normal’ for wind
developments (that being the maximum height permitted before visible aviation lights are
statutorily required to be installed on the turbine nacelle). Indeed, several projects are now
being promoted with tip heights in excess of 200m, with support from stakeholders in the
right locations (see Graphs 1.1 and 1.2 below which show either the consented maximum
turbine height for onshore projects or the tip heights of application sites).
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Graph 1.1 Tip heights of consented onshore wind projects (number of turbines)

Graph 1.2 Tip heights of onshore wind projects in planning (number of turbines)

1.18 At Sorbie, whilst we would of course like to use the latest turbine technology available and
deliver a 150m+ development, that is not what is needed to make the project cost-
competitive with fossil fuel alternatives. Due to the site-specific conditions at Sorbie, in
particular the high wind speeds and relatively low infrastructure costs, we will be able to
deliver Sorbie as a subsidy-free project if we are able to use 125m modern turbines. The
125m turbines that we are seeking consent for, as summarised in the table below, would
generate an additional 87% of renewable energy compared to the original turbines (which
in any event are no longer available on the market) despite being just 19.8% taller. This
nearly doubling of renewable energy output is a disproportionate benefit compared to
the modest increase in size.
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Table 1.2 Summary of changes due to Proposed Development

Characteristic Original Sorbie Wind | Proposed Development
Farm

Number of turbines 3 3

Turbine capacity 2.05MW AMW

Rotor diameter 82m 115m

Hub height 63.3m 67.5m

Tip height 104.3m 125m

Blades 3 3

Turbine colour Light grey Light grey

Turbine foundations Approximately 18m Approximately 18m width
width on a square base on a square base

Approximate Annual Energy 23 GWh 43 GWh

Yield (approx.)

Homes Powered! (approx.) 5,900 homes 11,050 homes

Annual CO2 savings? 55,500 tonnes 100,000 tonnes

(approx.)

Total length of new access 2.14 km 0.9 km

track to be constructed

Aggregate required to 3,210 m3 1,350 m3

construct access tracks

Area of new woodland 0 ha 1.1 ha

planting

Energy storage area identified | No Yes

Permanent anemometer mast | Yes No

included

The Proposed Development includes proposed amendments to the internal wind farm
track layout which are being sought as part of a drive to further optimise the wind farm
and reduce unnecessary carbon expenditure. The new proposed layout would result in a
saving of 1.24km of new track as compared to the consented layout, meaning that
1,860m3 of aggregate would be saved from the total amount required to construct the
tracks.

The Proposed Development includes the identification of an area within the construction
compound that could be utilised for energy storage in the future, should the technology
become commercially viable within the operational lifetime of the wind farm. A separate
planning application would be submitted in the future to seek detailed consent for the
storage facility.

The tip height extension would allow Sorbie Wind Farm to power 11,050 homes with
renewable energy, which is roughly equivalent to every home in Saltcoats and Ardrossan.

1 Based on an average annual UK domestic electricity consumption figure of 3,889 KWh as set out in the BEIS publication

“"Energy Consumption in the UK" (2017)

2 Based on BEIS’s standard carbon dioxide savings figure of 430g/KWh
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That represents an increase of 5,150 homes as compared to the original Sorbie Wind Farm;
an increase which is roughly equivalent to all the homes in Saltcoats. In addition, the
Proposed Development would save an additional 44,500 tonnes of CO2 emissions every
year as compared to the consented wind farm, meaning 100,000 tonnes of CO2 could be
saved annually by the wind farm. When compared to the annual CO2 emissions for the
whole of North Ayrshire, which in 2018 was 864,600 tonnes, Sorbie Wind Farm alone could
reduce net emissions in North Ayrshire by 12%. Against the context of the global climate
change emergency, these benefits are significant, weigh heavily in favour of the Proposed
Development and should not be overlooked.

Structure of this Planning Statement
1.22  This Review Statement is structured as follows:

= Section 2 provides a summary of the policy context that is relevant to the Proposed
Development, including planning policy and renewable energy policy; and

= Section 3 identifies and discusses the principal planning issues before drawing together
overall conclusions.
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2 POLICY CONTEXT

Introduction

2.1 This section sets out the planning policy context that is relevant to the Proposed
Development. It covers local and national planning policy together with other material
considerations.

Development Plan

2.2 The current statutory Development Plan for the purposes of Section 25 of the Town and
Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 consists of the North Ayrshire Council Local
Development Plan (May 2014) (LDP).

2.3 The policy of most direct relevance to the Proposed Development s Policy Pl 9: Renewable
Energy. This policy states:

“Proposals for the development of wind turbines, wind farms, biomass, solar
powered, thermal, wave or run-of-river renewable energy development, or
microrenewables, shall accord with the LDP subject to the proposal satisfying
the following criteria:

a) The development is appropriate in design and scale to its surroundings;
AND

b) It can be demonstrated that there is no unacceptable adverse impact
on the intrinsic landscape qualities of the area (especially for areas with
a specific landscape designation, and coastal areas); AND

c) Inthe case of individual wind turbine or wind farm development, that the
proposed development is not in an area designated as “high sensitivity”
in the “Landscape Capacity Study for Wind farm Development in North
Ayrshire”; AND

d) The proposal shall not result in unacceptable intrusion, or have an
unacceptable adverse effect on the natural, built, cultural or historic
heritage of the locality; AND

e) It can be demonstrated that there are no unacceptable adverse
impacts on the operation of tourism or recreation interests; AND

f) It can be demonstrated that any unacceptable adverse effects on
telecommunications, transmitting, receiving, or radar systems for civil
broadcasting, aviation or defence interests can be effectively
overcome; AND

g) The proposal can be satisfactorily connected to the national grid without
causing any unacceptable negative environmental impacts; AND

h) When considered in association with existing sites, sites formally engaged
in the Environmental Assessment process or sites with planning permission,
including those in neighbouring authorities, there are no unacceptable
impacts due to the cumulative impact of development proposals; AND

i) In the case of individual wind turbine and wind farm development, that
the proposal satisfies the contents of the Ayrshire supplementary
Guidance: Wind Farm Development (October 2009); AND

) Where appropriate, applicants wil be required to demonstrate
consideration of co-location with significant electricity or heat users.
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The Council will require that any redundant apparatus will be removed within
6 months of it becoming non-operational and that the site will be restored,
unless it can be demonstrated that said apparatus will return to productive
use within a reasonable timeframe.”

The LDP was adopted in May 2014 and prior to the approval of the most recent Scottish
Planning Policy (June 2014).

The Councilis in the process of preparing a new LDP for adoption. It published its proposed
LDP2 for Examination in April 2018, and in July 2019 Scottish Ministers issued their
Examination Report on the proposed plan. More recently in September 2019 the Council’s
Local Development Plan Committee approved certain modifications to LDP2 and agreed
to submit the Plan to Scottish Ministers for adoption. Final adoption of LDP2 is likely to take
place before the end of 2019, meaning that it will constitute the statutory Development
Plan when this planning application is determined by the Council. The planning policy
context of this planning application is therefore different to the previous application for
125m at Sorbie Wind Farm.

LDP2 includes a new policy which sets out how the Council will consider wind
development, Policy 29 Energy Infrastructure Development, which states:

“We will support development proposals for energy infrastructure
development, including wind, solar, tidal, cropping and other renewable
sources, where they will contribute positively to our transition to a low carbon
economy and have no unacceptable adverse environmental impacts,
taking into consideration (including cumulatively) the following:

Environmental

- Communities and individual dwellings - including visual impact,
residential amenity, noise and shadow flicker;

- Water quality;

- Landscape - including avoiding unacceptable adverse impacts on our
landscape designations;

- Effects on the natural heritage - including birds;

- Carbon rich soils including peat;

- Impacts on the historic environment — including scheduled monuments,
listed buildings and their settings.

Community

- Establishing the use of the site for energy infrastructure development;

- Providing a net economic impact - including socio-economic benefits
such as employment, associated business and supply chain
opportunities;

- Scale of contribution to renewable energy generation targets;

- Public access - including impact on long distance walking and cycling
routes and scenic routes identified in the National Planning Framework;

- Impacts on tourism and recreation;

- Specific locational opportunities for energy storage/generation.

Public Safety

- Greenhouse gas emissions;
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- Aviation and defence interests and seismological recording;

- Telecommunications and broadcasting installations — particularly
ensuring that transmission links are not compromised; radio telemetry
interference and below ground assets;

- Road traffic and adjacent trunk roads;

- Effects on hydrology, the water environment and flood risk including
drinking water quality and quantity (to both the public and private water

supplies);
- Decommissioning of developments — including ancillary infrastructure,
and site restoration and aftercare.

Proposals should include redundancy plans which will demonstrate how
apparatus will be timeously removed as reasonably soon as the approved
scheme ceases operation. There may be a requirement for financial bonds
to ensure that decommissioning can be achieved. Taking into consideration
the above, proposals for wind turbine developments should accord with the
Spatial Framework (as mapped) and consider the current Landscape
Capacity Study for Wind Farm Development in North Ayrshire. This study will
be used as a point of reference for assessing all wind energy proposals
including definitions of what small to large scale entails.”

There is a clear shift in tone in Policy 29 as compared to Policy Pl 9. Policy Pl 9 requires
proposals to comply with a range of criteria before being considered acceptable. Policy
29 turns this on its head and says from the outset that the Council "will support” wind
proposals which contribute to our transition to a low carbon economy. This support is
subject to there being no unacceptable adverse environmental impacts, “taking into
consideration” a range of criteria. Again there is a shift here with respect to which the
various criteria area relevant; Policy Pl 9 requires proposals to satisfy all of the criteria,
whereas Policy 29 requires proposals to take the criteria “into consideration”. In addition,
the criteria listed in Policy Pl 9 considered the extent to which proposals had the potential
to result in adverse effects, with no consideration of or weight given to the benefits that
individual schemes could bring. By contrast, the criteria in Policy 29 include a range of
positive factors to be taken into account by the decision maker, namely:

* Providing a net economic impact - including socio-economic benefits such as
employment, associated business and supply chain opportunities;

= Scale of contribution to renewable energy generation targets; and
» Specific locational opportunities for energy storage/generation.

Overall, there is a shift in tone and emphasis in the new policy where support from the
Council for wind energy is explicit and a framework is provided for balancing the positive
aspects of proposals against environmental effects.

Moreover, at the time the previous application for 125m turbines at Sorbie Wind Farm was
being considered by planning officers, the emerging Policy 29 placed significantly more
weight on the landscape capacity study than the current wording of Policy 29. Proposals
were previously required to "comply” with the landscape capacity study, which is a much
higher test than the current wording of Policy 29, which simply states that the landscape
capacity study will be “used as a point of reference”. The LDP Examination Report (July
2019) notes that the Scottish Government objected to this part of the original wording on
the basis that:
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“wind energy developments do not need to ‘comply’ with landscape
guidance in order to align with Scottish Planning Policy (CD02). [Scottish
Government] suggests that development management could determine
compliance and the [landscape guidance] should be used for information
only as suggested in another part of the policy.”

The Reporter's conclusion on this matter note that:

“The council failed to respond to the Scottish Government’s suggestion to
remove the requirement to comply with the current landscape capacity
study for wind farm development in North Ayrshire...I consider that requiring
proposals to ‘comply’ with the landscape capacity study is at odds with the
final sentence of proposed policy 29 which suggests that ‘this study will be
used as a point of reference for assessing all wind energy proposals’. It would
be reasonable and appropriate for the text to simply require proposals to
consider the findings of the landscape capacity study. A change is justified
on this basis.”

The requirements of Policy 29 have therefore been watered down in respect of the
capacity study, with proposals now being required to simply “consider” the study, rather
than “comply” with it. This is more in line with how landscape capacity studies should be
used when considering individual applications for wind energy development, as discussed
further in Section 3, and marks a change from what was before planning officers when
they considered the previous application for 125m turbines at Sorbie.

National Policy and Guidance

National Planning Framework

National Planning Framework 3 (NPF 3) was published on 23 June 2014. NPF 3is a long term
strategy for Scotland and is the spatial expression of the Government’s Economic Strategy
and plans for development and investment in infrastructure.

The general and high level support for renewables is provided through the *vision' which is
referred to as inter alia:

= A successful, sustainable place - "we have a growing low carbon economy which
provides opportunities...”;

= Alow carbon place - “we have seized the opportunities arising from our ambition to
be a world leader in low carbon generation, both onshore and offshore”; and

= A natural resilient place - “natural and cultural assets are respected; they are
improving in condition and represent a sustainable economic, environmental and
social resource for the nation”.

Scottish Planning Policy

Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) was adopted in June 2014 and sets out the Scottish
Government’s policy on how nationally important land use matters should be addressed
across the country.
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Both SPP and NPF3 share a vision for Scotland: “a growing, low carbon economy with
progressively narrowing disparities in well-being and opportunity. It is growth that can be
achieved whilst reducing our emissions and which respects the quality of the environment,
place and life and which makes our country so special”’ (para 11).

Paragraph 18 makes reference to the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 which sets a
target of reducing greenhouse gas emissions by at least 80% by 2050, with an interim target
of recuing emissions by at least 42% by 2020. SPP explains that Section 44 of the 2009 Act
places a duty on public bodies to act in the best way to contribute to the delivery of
emissions targets as set out in the Act, and to help deliver the Scottish Government's
climate change adaption programme.

The SPP sets out continued support for onshore wind in a similar manner to the previous
SPP. However, it also now sets out a presumption in favour of development that contributes
to sustainable development. The '‘presumption in favour' is an important new aspect of
national planning policy. Paragraphs 32 and 33 of SPP explain how this Policy Principle is
given effect to in development management, as discussed in Section 3 of this Statement.

SPP addresses ‘A Low Carbon Place' as a 'subject policy' and refer to 'delivering electricity'.
Paragraph 152 refers to the NPF context and states that NPF3 is clear that planning must
facilitate the transition to a low carbon economy and help to deliver the aims of the
Scottish Government. It is stated that Scotland has significant renewable energy resources,
both onshore and offshore.

In terms of renewable energy, paragraph 154 sets out that the planning system should
support the transformational change to a low Carbon economy, consistent with national
objectives and targets. Important to this is the expansion of renewable energy generation
capacity.

Onshore Wind Policy Statement

In December 2017 the Scottish Government published its Onshore Wind Policy Statement.
The ministerial forward by Paul Wheelhouse MSP highlights the *“vital” role that onshore wind
will continue to play in Scotland’s future, "helping to substantively decarbonise our
electricity supplies, heat and transport systems, thereby boosting our economy, and
meeting local and national demand”. The ministerial forward continues to highlight that
this important role "means we must support development in the right places, and —
increasingly —the extension and replacement of existing sites, where acceptable, with new
and larger turbines, based on an appropriate, case by case assessment of their effects
and impacts”.

Specifically in relation to the use of larger turbines, the policy statement makes the
following points:

“3. In order for onshore wind to play ifs vital role in meeting Scotfland’s energy
needs, and a material role in growing our economy, its contribution must
continue to grow. Onshore wind generation will remain crucial in terms of our
goals for a decarbonised energy system, helping to meet the greater
demand from our heat and transport sectors, as well as making further
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progress towards the ambitious renewable targets which the Scottish
Government has set.

4. This means that Scotland will continue to need more onshore wind
development and capacity, in locations across our landscapes where it can
be accommodated.

9. We know that new projects face a highly uncertain route to market. The
arrangements which have enabled onshore wind to expand and to reduce
its costs so successfully, are no longer in place. Continued innovation and
cost reduction, a supportive and well-resourced planning system, and
continued advances in turbine and blade technology will help close the gap
that currently exists — but not sufficiently, and not for all developments.

23. ...We acknowledge that onshore wind technology and equipment
manufacturers in the market are moving towards larger and more powerful
(i.e. higher capacity) turbines, and that these — by necessity — will mean taller
towers and blade tip heights.

24. The technology shift towards larger turbines may present challenges
when identifying landscapes with the capacity to accommodate larger
scale development, as not all will be suitable. However, fewer but larger wind
turbines may also present an opportunity for landscape improvement, as well
as increasing the amount of electricity generated.

25. The Scottish Government acknowledges the way in which wind turbine
technology and design is evolving, and fully supports the delivery of large
wind turbines in landscapes judged to be capable of accommodating them
without significant adverse impacts...”

The Renewable Energy Legislative and Policy Context

The COP21 UN Paris Agreement

The Paris Agreement (December 2015) is an international agreement on climate change,
of which there are 195 countries, including the UK.

The Agreement came into force on November 4th 2016, having been ratified by at least
55% (the point which triggers ratification) of the 195 countries.

The meeting in Paris was considered a make-or-break opportunity to secure an
international agreement on the approach to tackling climate change, commitment to a
longer-term goal of near zero net emissions in the second half of the century, and
supporting the transition to a clean economy and low carbon society.

Governments agreed:

= Along-term goal of keeping the increase in global average temperature to well below
2°C above pre-industrial levels.

= To aim to limit the increase to 1.5°C, since this would significantly reduce risks and the
impacts of climate change.
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= On the need for global emissions to peak as soon as possible, recognising that this will
take longer for developing countries.

» To undertake rapid reductions thereafter in accordance with the best available
science.

Countries will also be legally obliged to make new post-2030 commitments to reduce
emissions every five years.

UK 2050 Net Zero Target

In June 2019 the UK became the first major economy in the world to pass laws to end its
contribution to global warming by 2050. The target will require the UK to bring all
greenhouse gas emissions to net zero by 2050, compared with the previous target of at
least an 80% reduction from 1990 levels.

Scottish Energy Strategy: The future of energy in Scotland

The Scottish Government published its Scottish Energy Strategy: The future of energy in
Scotland in December 2017. The strategy sets two new targets for the Scottish energy
system by 2030:

» The equivalent of 50% of the energy for Scotland’s heat, transport and electricity
consumption to be supplied from renewable sources.

* Anincrease by 30% in the productivity of energy use across the Scottish economy.

In relation to renewable energy targets the strategy states the following:

“Scotland’s long term climate change targets will require the near complete
decarbonisation or our energy system by 2050, with renewable energy
meeting a significant share of our needs.

In 2009 the Scottish Government established a suite of renewable energy
targets for 2020 - with a headline target of the equivalent of 30% of
Scotland’s heat, fransport and electricity consumption to be supplied from
renewable sources. We have made good progress to date, with the
equivalent of 17.8% being met by renewable sources in 2015.

Reaching 50% in 13 years time will be challenging, particularly in more
uncertain market conditions compared to those in the preceding decade,
and due to the fact that not all the relevant policy levers are devolved to
the Scottish Government. But the target demonstrates the Scottish
Government’'s commitment to a low carbon system and to continued
arowth of the renewable energy sector in Scotland. It also underlines our
belief in the sector’s ability to build on ifs huge achievements and progress
thus far.”

Specifically in relation to onshore wind the strategy states the following:

“Onshore wind is now amongst the lowest cost forms of power generation of
any kind, and is a vital component of the huge industrial opportunity that
renewables create for Scotland. The sector supports an estimated 7,500 jobs
in Scotland, and generated more than £3 bilion in turnover in 2015.
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Campbeltown is also currently home to the UK's only turbine tfower
fabricator.

Our energy and climate change goals mean that onshore wind must
continue to play a vital role in Scotland’s future — helping decarbonise our
electricity, heat and transport systems, boosting our economy, and meeting
local and national demand.

That means continuing to support development in the right places, and -
increasingly — the extension and replacement of existing sites with new and
larger turbines, all based on an appropriate, case by case assessment of their
effects and impacts.

It means continuing to provide a route to market for that power — in ways
which reduce and ultimately eliminate any additional costs for consumers.

And it means developers and communities working together and continuing
to strike the right balance between environmental impacts, local support,
benefit and — where possible — economic benefits deriving from community
ownership.

This can be done in a way which is compatible with Scotland’s magnificent
landscapes, including our areas of wild land. This means that the relevant
planning and consenting processes will remain vitally important. A major
review of the Scottish planning system is well under way, and will continue as
now to fully reflect the important role of renewable energy and energy
infrastructure, in the right places.”

Scotland Climate Change Plan

The Climate Change Plan (2018) provides the framework for Scofland’s transition to a low-
carbon economy, setting out how emissions will be reduced in every year to 2032.

The Climate Change Plan highlights that climate change is one of the greatest global
threats we face and that Scotland must play its part to achieve the ambitions set out in
the Paris Agreement, which mandates concerted, global action to deal with the threat. It
notes that the path towards a low carbon future will require great effort across all parts of
our society and economy, but it also presents tremendous opportunities.

The Global Climate Emergency - Scotland’s Response
On 14 May 2019 the Climate Change Secretary Roseanna Cunningham made a

statement to the Scofttish Parliament regarding Scotland’s response to the climate change
emergency. Her statement highlighted inter alia:

“There is a global climate emergency. The evidence is irrefutable. The
science is clear. And people have been clear. they expect action. The
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change issues a stark warning last year:
the world must act now. By 2030 it will be too late to limit warming to 1.5
degrees...

...it's not too late for us to turn things around, but fo do so requires
transformative change. This is not just about government action. And it is not
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something that only affects Scotland...We all have a part to play: individuals,
communities, businesses, other organisations...

...Earlier this month, the Scottish Government received advice from the UK
Committee on Climate Change in light of the IPCC report. We acted
immediately with amendments to our Climate Change Bill to set a 2045
target for net zero emissions...these will be the most stringent legislative
targets anywhere in the world and Scotland’s contribution to climate
change will end, definitively, within a generation. The CCC was clear that
this will be enormously challenging...

...The CCC has been stark in saying that the proposed new targets wiill
require a ‘fundamental change from the current piecemeal approach that
focuses on specific actions in some sectors to an explicity economy wide
approach’. To deliver the transformational change that is required, dwe
need structural changes across the board: to our planning, procurement,
and financial policies, processes and assessments...that is exactly what we
will do.”

Summary

The scale of the threat we face through climate change is widely acknowledged by
governments across the world. The Scottish Government has recently taken the decision
to declare a climate emergency, citing the need for the world to act now and deliver
transformative change. Everyone has a role to play in this global climate emergency,
including businesses and local authorities. Extremely challenging targets have been set for
decarbonising the economy: net zero emissions for Scotland by 2045, the most stringent
target anywhere the world.

International and national commitments have been made to address the effects of
climate change and to achieve greater security in the domestic supply of energy. This in
turn has directly infuenced a response through the land use planning system which
through national planning policy strongly encourages renewable energy development
and the evidence base demonstrates that wind energy is the key renewable resource for
Scotland.

There remains a shortfall on a national basis against targets for renewable energy
generation. National targets are not capped and decision makers are not prevented from
consenting projects just because an interim target may be achieved.

In addition:

= [tis clear from NPF3 that onshore wind development is recognised as a key technology
in the energy mix which will contribute to Scotland becoming a ‘low carbon place’
which in turn is a key part of the ‘vision’ for Scotland.

= Scottish Government has made it unequivocally clear that it wants to continue to
“capitalise on our wind resource”, including through the use of larger turbines where
appropriate.

= SPP sets out continued support for onshore wind in a similar manner to the previous SPP.

= SPP also sets out a presumption in favour of development that contributes to
sustainable development.
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The presumption in favour is an important new aspect of national planning policy and
material to the consideration of planning applications.

= Policy 29 in LDP2 is more inherently supportive of wind energy proposals than Policy PI

9 in the previous LDP, allowing a range of positive factors such as economic benefit to
be balanced against adverse effects.

= Policy 29 has also been watered down in respect of the relevance of the landscape
capacity study,

Energiekontor UK Ltd | November 2019

46



Sorbie Wind Farm
Planning Statement

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

PLANNING APPRAISAL

This section considers the planning issues raised by the Proposed Development against the
planning policy context outlined in Section 2. In presenting an assessment of the overall
planning policy case we firstly consider the following two questions:

= Does the Proposed Development accord with the provisions of the statutory
Development Plan?

= Do material considerations outweigh the provisions of the statutory Development Plan?

Does the Proposed Development accord with the
statutory Development Plan?

At the point at which this planning application is determined, the principal Development
Plan policy for considering wind energy proposals will be LDP2 Policy 29. Prior to considering
the Proposed Development against this policy, this section first considers the Council’s
reason for refusing the previous 125m turbine application on the Site.

The reason for refusal for the previous 125m turbine application sets out that the proposal’s
conflict with previous Policy Pl 9 was due to the proposed increase in tip height from 104.3m
to 125m (an increase of just 20.7m) being perceived by the case officer to be ‘substantial’.
The reason for refusal states:

“It is considered that the degree of change from 104.3m blade tip to 125m
blade tip would be substantial and adverse in terms of landscape and visual
impacts, especially given the locational context of the site within 2km to the
north of the settlement of Ardrossan and in close proximity to the North
Ayrshire Lowlands Landscape Character Type, being a landscape of smaller
scale. Such a substantial increase in scale would contrast markedly with the
turbine design approved in the previous consents, would overwhelm those
parts of the North Ayrshire Lowlands Landscape Character Type close to the
site and would have an adverse effect on the rural setting of Ardrossan. This
contrast would also be unfavourable against the design of the nearby
Ardrossan Windfarm, resulting in conflict with the recommendations
contained in the Council’s Landscape Wind Capacity Study of 2018, all of
which would adversely affect landscape character and visual amenity in the
locality.”

There are a number of points raised against the Proposed Development in this reason for
refusal, in particular in relation to the use of the Landscape Wind Capacity Study of 2018
(LWCS), the Site’s location within 2km of Ardrossan, the landscape and visual effects of the
Proposed Development, and contrasting turbine scale. These points are considered
separately below.

Use of Landscape Capacity Studies

The general role of the LWCS is to guide wind farm development away from areas of higher
sensitivity towards those areas that are best able to accommodate development. The
importance of site-specific analysis (as opposed to over-reliance on generic high-level

Energiekontor UK Ltd | November 2019

47



Sorbie Wind Farm
Planning Statement

3.6

3.7

3.8

3.9

guidance) is supported by recent appeal decisions, including the decision made by
Scottish Ministers on the original Sorbie application. The Reporter in this case stated:

“6.47 Landscape capacity studies can be useful tools in understanding the
nature of impacts caused by wind turbines. However, | do not consider that
it is appropriate to give them the attributes of detailed zonings of land for a
particular number of turbines of a particular size.”

"6.49 ...it would be impossible for any landscape capacity study to be able
to properly anticipate all the multiple impacts of the many factors that
influence the design of a wind farm. | therefore consider that the Local
Review Body were correct to attach more weight to a proposal specific
landscape and visual impact assessment compared to the general
conclusions contained in the Landscape Capacity Study.”

In addition to this conclusion being-site specific and issue-specific, what is particularly
interesting is that the landscape capacity study that was in place at the time (being a
previous version of the current LWCS) did not identify any landscape capacity for a wind
farm development at Sorbie.

Similar conclusions are reached by the Reporter in the Kirk Hill Wind Farm decision notice
(ref: PPA-370-2052):

“10. A review of the relative sensitivity of landscape character types, as
provided by the landscape wind capacity study, is helpful in the assessment
of a wind farm proposal’'s landscape impacts as required by the
development plan’s wind energy policy; it assists by identifying key
characteristics of each landscape character type and their sensitivity to a
range of wind turbine sizes. Beyond this, | attach limited weight to the
conclusions drawn by the capacity study in regard to the capacity of each
landscape character type to accommodate development. It would be
unjustifiably simplistic to draw any conclusions on acceptability of wind
turbine developments (which the capacity study attempts for each
character type), in the absence of a full assessment of proposals on a case-
by-case basis. To do so would be inconsistent with the spatial framework for
wind farms set out in Table 1 of SPP, and as reflected in the local
development plan”.

It is no doubt acknowledgement of these factors that led the Scottish Government to
object to the original wording of Policy 29 which required proposals to “comply” with the
landscape capacity study. The new wording of Policy 29 suggested as a modification by
the Reporter into LDP2, which refers to the landscape capacity study as a “point of
reference”, is more in line with how such studies should be used in considering planning
applications for individual proposals.

The wording of the reason for refusal for the previous planning application for 125m turbines
at Sorbie is based around a paragraph within the LWCS relating to repowering operational
and consented turbines within the Haupland Muir character area (which Sorbie is located
within). This states that:

20.3.2 Turbines substantially above the height of existing turbines (which are
around 100m) would overwhelm the relief of the low knolly hills of Haupland
Muir. They would also adversely affect the setting of Ardrossan (and
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potentially other coastal settlements such as West Kilbride depending on
position and height). Cumulative effects could also occur with operational
and consented wind energy developments sited in this and nearby LCT 19d.
Annex E provides more detail on scope for repowering.”

In respect of this paragraph it should firstly be noted that this guidance is very broad brush
and it applies to the entire Haupland Muir landscape character area, rather than
providing site-specific guidance for repowering Sorbie with larger turbines. The detailed
guidance at Annex E of the LWCS similarly does not provide any guidance on repowering
Sorbie, indeed, Sorbie Wind Farm is excluded from any repowering scenarios considered
in the study. This strategic guidance should therefore be read in the context of the
conclusions reached by the previous Reporter on Sorbie Wind Farm, who highlighted that
the LRB was right to attach more weight to a site-specific LVIA compared to the LWCS and
that the LWCS could not be used to consider the acceptability of specific turbine numbers
or sizes at individual sites.

Secondly, and more importantly, when the LWCS is read in context it becomes clear what
the authors had in mind when they referred to turbines “substantially above” the height of
existing turbines. This is because:

= The LWCS is clear at the outset that for any repowering scenarios considered in the
assessment, turbines of 150m and 200m height have been assumed.

= Thisis confirmed in paragraph 3.2.2 of the LWCS which states “an assessment has been
undertaken to consider scope for accommodating 150m and 200m turbines as part of
repowering (or amending) operational and consented wind farms”.

» Thisis evident at the detailed guidance for repowering at Annex E of the LWCS where
all scenarios considered are either 150m or 200m.

= The only repowering scenario considered in detail within the Haupland Muir character
area is repowering Ardrossan Wind Farm (currently 100m to tip) with 150m and 200m
turbines. As shown in Figures 3.1 and 3.2 below, the Ardrossan turbines are sited at
higher elevations than Sorbie and so an increase in height to 150m/200m at Ardrossan
would have completely different

= |t is clear then that the broad brush statement at paragraph 20.3.2 of the LWCS is
referring to turbines 150m and 200m in height at Ardrossan Wind Farm when it says
“turbines substantially above the height of existing turbines would overwhelm the relief
of the low knolly hills of Haupland Muir”. That is the case because only 150m and 200m
turbines at Ardrossan Wind Farm have been assessed within Haupland Muir.

= The word ‘substantially’ therefore means 150m or 200m furbines.

= Nowhere does the LWCS consider the appropriateness of repowering Sorbie with 125m
turbines, or repowering any developments within Haupland Muir with 125m turbines.

*» Indeed, despite the proposed increase in height at Sorbie, the turbines would still fall
within the same ‘Large’ turbine typology used in the LWCS (which is for turbines in the
height range of 70-130m). As far as the LWCS is concerned, the turbines at Sorbie are
the same whether they are 104.3m or 125m.

The conclusions of the LWCS are therefore in no way directly applicable to the Proposed
Development. It would be incorrect to rely on them to provide site-specific conclusions on
the planning application. As far as the LWCS is concerned, the turbines could be 130m in
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height without raising any additional effects, as the typology would still be the same as for
104.3m turbines.

Incidentally we would agree with the LWCS that turbines of 150m and 200m in height would
not likely be appropriate for Sobie, hence why we have proposed a more modest increase
up to 125m, which the LVIA submitted with the application concludes is acceptable and
would not give rise to any new significant landscape, visual or cumulative effects over and
above the consented scheme.

The Site's Location within 2km of Ardrossan

The reason for refusal indicates that the perceived adverse effect of the heightincrease is
in someway exacerbated by Sorbie’s location within 2km of the seftlement of Ardrossan. It
is important to highlight that in terms of the Spatial Framework approach in SPP the 2km
separate distance from settlements is not absolute, and development can proceed within
2km where it can be demonstrated that a proposal would not have any “significant effects
on the gqualities” of a settflement. The Scottish Government’s online Onshore wind turbines:
planning advice further notes that “this 2km separation distance is a guide, not a rule, and
decisions on individual developments should take into account specific local
circumstances and geography”. Finally, the Scottish Government’s online Onshore wind
planning: frequently asked questions states that the 2km separation “is not a ban on wind
farm development in the identified area. The character of some settlements can in part
be defined through their relationship with their surroundings. In some settlements this
relationship is more important than in others. The separation distance allows for the
important vistas out from a settlement that could be harmed by an insensitively sited or
designed wind farm to be identified”.

In relation to effects on the rural setting of Adrossan it is relevant that the current setting of
the town is influenced by the existing Ardrossan Wind Farm, which is often seen either in a
semi-urban context at the eastern settlement edges or from the western settlement edge
(such as Ardrossan Harbour) with the rural backdrop including the Ardrossan Wind Farm
appearing beyond the town. The LWCS states that “the area is visually dominated by the
operational Ardrossan wind farm which is located within the upland core of this landscape
and on gently graded southern slopes”, and that “the Kelburn and Adrossan wind farms
and the power stations and other infrastructure at Hunterston are key features in views from
the sea and close offshore islands”.

The Proposed Development would be visible within this same landscape context and
would have a clear association with this particular wind farm influenced landscape, which
provides a setting commensurate with the scale of the development. The LWCS confirms
this point at paragraph 3.3.3, which states:

“The operational wind farms of Kelburn, Dalry and Millour form a
concentrated grouping in the southern part of the Clyde Muirshiel Uplands.
The Ardrossan wind farm is slightly set apart from this grouping being
associated with lower hills in the south of these uplands and closer to the
settled coast. The consented Sorbie wind turbines will lie close to the
operational Ardrossan wind farm at the transition of these uplands with more
settled farmed hill slopes and lowlands.”
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The proposed increase in turbine blade tip height would not materially alter the relationship
that the consented development maintains with the settlement of Ardrossan. As such, it is
clear that the Proposed Development would not have any significant effects on the
qgualities of Ardrossan, which is the key test in SPP for proposals within 2km of a settlement
boundary.

Landscape and Visual Effects of the Proposed Development

The LVIA submitted in support of this planning application is supported by a range of visual
material, including a set of photomontages comparing the larger proposed turbines
against the consented turbines. These photomontages provide strong evidence that the
proposed increase in turbine size would appear as more of a moderate increase from key
views in the surrounding landscape, and not a ‘substantial’ change as cautioned against
in the LWCS.

The reason for refusal also refers to the effects of the Proposed Development on the
Ayrshire Lowlands Landscape Character Type (LCT). In relation to these effects, the
infuence of the Proposed Development on the landscape character of the Ayrshire
Lowlands would be limited to the western part of this LCT, where the Ayrshire Lowlands rise
to meet the Rugged Moorlands.

We would strongly disagree with the view that the three turbines at Sorbie at 125m height
would ‘overwhelm’ the Ayrshire Lowlands LCT. The LWCS describes this LCT as being a
“small to medium scale gently undulating to rolling landscape”, however, “scale is
increased where remnant mosses and pastures surrounding them are more open and less
settled on the western edge of this character type where a more gradual transition occurs
with the adjacent uplands of Haupland Muir”. It is within this area of ‘increased’ scale and
‘gradual transition’ with the uplands that the Proposed Developmentis found to have most
influence. The LVIA submitted in 2013 for the original Sorbie application found that the
effects on this LCT would be significant within 3km of the Site (with a Medium-High
magnitude of change) and not significant in the wider area of this LCT (with a Low
magnitude of change). The LRB and Scottish Ministers agreed that these effects were
acceptable. Crucially, the LVIA submitted for this Proposed Development does not find a
material increase in the magnitude of effect on landscape character for the Ayrshire
Lowlands LCT. The effects are therefore the same as those already accepted.

Contrasting Turbine Scale

The final point raised in the reason for refusal is that the different scales of turbines at Sorbie
and Ardrossan would give rise to unacceptable adverse effects. We do not accept this
point. The turbines at Ardrossan are sited at higher elevations than Sorbie, meaning that
despite the proposed increase in h