
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Meeting of the Council 
 

Wednesday 6 November 2024 
 

Responses to Questions 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Question 
 
(1) a question by Councillor Hume to the Cabinet Member for Education in the following 

terms:  
 

Does the Cabinet Member support the SNP Government’s decision to withhold £145m of 
funding from Scotland’s Councils over the issue of teacher numbers? 
 
Response 
 
Depute Leader to provide a response 
 
Question 
 
(2)  a question by Councillor McLean to the Cabinet Member for Green Environment 
and Economy in the following terms: 

 
To ask the Cabinet Member on his views on the contribution of entrepreneurs, and in 
particular start-ups, to North Ayrshire 
 
Response 
 
Cllr Gurney to provide a response 
 
Question 
 
(3)  a question by Councillor Murdoch to the Cabinet Member for Green Environment 

and Economy in the following terms: 
 
With respect to the former Shell Site in Ardrossan, will the Cabinet Member for Education 

inform members of the quantity of contaminated material, by weight and or volume, that 

has been removed from the site thus far and where it is currently being stored?  

What is the proposed decontamination process for this material, how much has it cost so 

far and from which budget has it been or will be allocated? Has a Risk Assessment and 

Environmental Impact Assessment been carried out for this operation and if so where can 

members of the public view it? If they have not been done or members of the public can’t 

view them, why not? 

 
Response 
 
The “Ardrossan North Shore Remediation Strategy” describes the process for the 
remediation works at the Ardrossan Coastal Quarter. This is available from the Council’s 
website by searching Ardrossan Coastal Quarter or via https://www.north-
ayrshire.gov.uk/business-licensing/ardrossans-coastal-quarter. This was informed by a 
Site investigation 2022, Interpretative Report, which incorporated a human health and 
water environment risk assessment, which is available from the same webpage.  
 
An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) was prepared in November 2021 covering 
both the remediation and subsequent enabling works. This is available from the Council’s 
ePlanning portal.  The aforementioned documents were prepared by Envirocentre, 
an environmental consultancy with an extensive knowledge of the site and a proven track 

https://www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk/business-licensing/ardrossans-coastal-quarter
https://www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk/business-licensing/ardrossans-coastal-quarter


record in providing environmental advice. These were developed in accordance with the 
appropriate British Standard ‘Investigation of Potentially Contaminated Sites Code of 
Practice’ and will ensure that the land is suitable for its future use in accordance with 
Planning Advice Note 33 Development of Contaminated land. 
 
The works are being undertaken by Sanctus, an environmental consultant and contractor 
with circa 20 years’ experience. The remediation works involve the onsite treatment of 
contaminated soil to achieve the decontamination standard set by NAC as Planning 
Authority in conjunction with SEPA. The contractor has applied a bioremediation 
(enhanced biological treatment) process to the soils, as specified in the remediation 
strategy. Hydrocarbons are removed via specialist pump and treat operations. Following 
the treatment of the soil it is assessed for suitability for reuse on site and reused as infill 
for the works, with the balance stockpiled for future reuse.  
 
The total payment in relation to the contract to the end of September 2024 was £3.02M. 
These works, including the follow-on site enabling works, have a capital budget within the 
Council’s Capital Plan. 
 
As part of the remediation approximately 15,500 litres (at the time of writing) of free phase 
oils have been removed from the groundwater. These currently stored in secure internally 
bunded containers on a designated treatment platform on the site. This material will 
ultimately be removed to an approved disposal facility by the remediation contractor. 
 
Question 
 
(4)  a question by Councillor Kerr to the Cabinet Member for Education in the following 

terms: 
 

To ask the Cabinet Member the Council’s salary spend (gross salary) on supply teachers 
in a) 2021/22 b) 2022/23 c) 2023/24 d) to date in 2024/25? 
 
Response 
Our payroll records show that the gross salary spend on supply teachers (excluding 
employer costs and holiday accrual costs) was c£1m in 21/22, c£1m in 22/23, c£1.3m in 
23/24 and c£900k in the current financial year to September. 
 
Question 
 
(5)  a question by Councillor T Ferguson to the Cabinet Member for Communities, 

Housing and the Islands in the following terms:  
 

To ask the Cabinet Member to provide the total number of homeless applications per year 
for the last five years 
 
Response 
 

Year   2019/20  2020/21  2021/22  2022/23  2023/24   

Applications  1098  1004  1141  1094  1161  

 
 
 



Question 
 
(6)  a question by Councillor Angus-McDonald to the Cabinet Member for Green 

Environment and Economy in the following terms: 
 

To ask the Cabinet Member what was the Council’s allocation from the Scottish 
Government’s Place Based Investment Programme in 2024/25? 
 
Response 
 
The allocation was £75,000 for Lochshore Improvements. 
 
Question 
 
(7)  a question by Councillor Marshall to the Cabinet Member for Finance in the 

following terms: 
 

Noting that Official figures reveal that the Scottish Government civil service head count 
rose by more than 80 per cent — from 5,120 to 9,222 — between 2015 and this year, 
what are the comparable figures for North Ayrshire Council. 
 
Response 
  

The Headcount for the Council in 2015/16 was 6,778, now in 2023/24 this is 7,596 which 
is a rise of 12%. 
 
Question 
 
(8)  a question by Councillor Currie to the Leader of the Council in the following terms: 

 
In 2020, North Ayrshire Council commissioned the Fraser of Allander Institute to assess 
the impact of the ferry service on Arran’s economy. FAI estimated that the ferry service 
contributes £170,000 every day to the island’s economy. Given the appalling level of 
service the island has experienced since the FAI report was published, does the Leader 
have an estimate of how much value has been lost to the Arran economy due to reductions 
in the ferry services capacity and the regular cancellation of sailings? 
 
Response 
 
It is not possible to determine the precise extent of economic loss to the Arran economy 
due to cancelled ferry services. Within the Fraser of Allander Institute study published in 
September 2020 referred to, it was estimated that between August and December 2019 
a single ferry journey on average contributed circa £13,200 to Arran’s economy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Question 
 
(9)  a question by Councillor McLean to the Depute Leader of the Council in the 
following terms: 
 

To ask the Depute Leader of the Council if the administration of North Ayrshire Council, 
including its officers, have had discussions around the Cass Review and the Scottish 
Government's acceptance of the report's findings? 
 
Response 
 
I am not aware of any discussions with Administration Members or Council Officers in 
relation to the Scottish Government’s acceptance of the Cass Review’s findings.    
 
Question 
 

(10)  a question by Councillor Hume to the Cabinet Member for Education in the 
following terms: 

 
Following the removal of the school crossing patroller at St Luke’s Primary School, parents 
have reported to me several near misses with cars skipping the red lights at the traffic 
signals on Stevenston Road. Does the Cabinet Member not agree with me that the Council 
should first reflect on the safety issues that have arisen from its previous decision to 
remove school crossing patrollers from some locations before advancing with proposals 
to remove the remaining patrollers from all other schools? 
 
Response 
 
Depute Leader to provide a response 
 
Question 
 
(11)  a question by Councillor T Ferguson to the Leader of the Council in the following 

terms: 
 
To ask the Leader for an update on rising TB cases recorded by NHS North Ayrshire and 
Arran in the last year 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Response 
 
There have been 94 cases in Ayrshire and Arran since 2014, the numbers over the last 
10 years are reported as: 
  
2014 – 9 
2015 – 15 
2016 – 12 
2017 – 6 
2018 – 12 
2019 – 10 
2020 – 7 
2021 – 1 
2022 – 6 
2023 – 16 
  
There has been a recent rise in cases, which mirrors the national position.  Public Health 
have assessed that in Ayrshire and Arran the increase is mainly linked to deprivation, 
alcohol consumption and housing needs. 
 
Question 
 
(12)  a question by Councillor Foster to the Cabinet Member for Education in the 

following terms: 
 
To ask the Cabinet Member a) what funds did North Ayrshire Council receive from the 
Scottish Government to scrap school meal debt through to 31st March 2024; b) how much 
in school meal debt has been accrued by families since 1st April 2024 and c) confirmation 
of the current total of school meal debt? 
 
Response 
 
a) The Scottish Government has made available the sum of £1.5million to support 
Councils with school meal debt. At the end of August 2024 a claim was submitted by the 
Council and we currently await confirmation of any funding support.  At a meeting of full 
Council in June 2023, it was agreed to write off all school meal debt which had accrued at 
that time.  This was funded from existing council budgets. £121,000 in total was written 
off during the financial year 2023-24 
 
b) Since the debt write off in June 2023 no further write offs have been processed and 
debt for primary schools stands at £82,337 and in secondary schools £8,136. It should be 
noted however that no child would ever be allowed to go hungry regardless of any debt 
accrued 
 
c) Combining the above, the current total school meal debt across all schools is £90,473 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Question 
 
(13)  a question by Councillor McLean to the Cabinet Member for Finance in the 
following terms: 
 
Can the Cabinet Member advise what internal discussions took place with Cabinet 
regarding the savings proposals prior to the report presented to Special Council? 
 
Response 
 
Briefings with all elected members took place prior to the Special Council meeting of 9 
October. The Administration received the same Briefing from officers on the Medium-Term 
Financial Outlook as every other elected member prior to the Special Council meeting of 
9 October. 
 
Question 
 
(14)  a question by Councillor Montgomerie to the Cabinet Member for Green 

Environment and Economy in the following terms: 
 
To ask the Cabinet Member what was the Council’s recycling rate in 2023/24? 
 
Response 
 
The Scottish Government published the national household waste recycling performance 
figures for the 2023 calendar year (not financial year) on 29th October 2024.  
The Council continues to be one of the top performing councils in Scotland with a recycling 
rate of 56.1%, making North Ayrshire Council the 3rd highest performing in Scotland.  
 
Question 
 
(15)  a question by Councillor Kerr to the Cabinet Member for Finance in the following 

terms: 
 
To ask the Cabinet Member whether they believe five, seven-page long surveys will 
encourage or discourage people from taking part in the Council’s budget consultation? 
 
Response 
 
Cllr Larsen to provide a response 
 
Question 
 
(16)  a question by Councillor Hume to the Cabinet Member for Communities, Housing 

and the Islands the following terms: 
 
For 23 years, there has been an annual Hogmanay Party at Nethermains Hall. However, 
due to changes made to Council resourcing, this year the let has been refused. Is the 
Cabinet Member satisfied that due to staffing and resourcing decisions, the Council is 
cancelling traditional Hogmanay celebrations for our communities, or will they ask for this 
decision to be reviewed? 



Response 
 
We fully appreciate the significance of longstanding and traditional celebration events for 
our communities. Due to the impact of increasingly acute resource pressures, a reluctant 
operational decision was made not to accommodate Hogmanay celebration events in our 
facilities last year, and, as a result, the event referred to did not take place in 2023. The 
limited resources we do have available on 31st December each year are prioritised for the 
provision of lets to drug and alcohol recovery groups who rely on the important support 
provided at this time of year.   
  
As was the case last year, we remain committed to assisting communities in 
identifying alternative ways to celebrate Hogmanay that align with the resources 
available.  
 
 


